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The 
ROADwomen 
Register

If at first, you don’t succeed, try, try again. January’s ROADwomen 
meeting was a victim of Houston’s unusually nasty winter weather, but 
we are pleased that our January featured speakers from Indivisible 
Houston could return this month.

Indivisible Houston’s main objective is to fight the Trump regime and 
fight for the right of all citizens of Harris County to have their voices 
heard. Daniel J. Cohen and Nisha Randle will tell us how to get involved 
and make a real difference.

Then meet some of the organizers of the March for Our Lives in 
Houston. They’ll fill us in 
on what’s needed for the 
March 24th March and how 
you can support and get 
involved!

Also at the March 
meeting, we’ll celebrate our 
Democratic primary winners 
and update everyone on the 
run-offs that will decide the 
final races. We’ll talk about 
Voter Turn-Out and WHAT 
IS NEXT! We have lots to go 
over and plan for November.

It will be a full meeting 
in preparation for Turning 
Texas Blue in November. 
There’s lots of work to be 
done and no one is better at it than a ROADwoman. So let’s get revved 
up and ready to greet a Blue Texas.
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March 20, 2018

Indivisible

March for Our 
Lives

Primary Results

Parish Hall
St. Stephen’s 

Episcopal Church
1805 W. Alabama

6:00 p.m.
Program begins at

6:30 p.m.

Turning Texas Blue in 2018

Houston Strong!
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DATES TO REMEMBER IN 2018

*PRIMARY ELECTION*
Jan. 1 - First day to apply for a Mail Ballot

Feb. 5 - LAST DAY TO REGISTER TO VOTE
Feb. 20 - First Day of Early Voting

Feb. 23 - Last Day to apply for Mail Ballot (Received - Not Postmarked)
March 2 - Last Day of Early Voting

March 6 - Primary Election

*PRIMARY RUN-OFF ELECTION*
Jan. 1 - First day to apply for a Mail Ballot

April 23 - Last Day to Register to Vote
May 11 - Last Day to Apply for Mail Ballot (Received - Not Postmarked)

May 14 - First Day of Early Voting
May 18 - Last Day of Early Voting

May 22 - Election Day

*GENERAL ELECTION*
Oct. 9 - Last Day to Register to Vote

Oct. 22 - First Day of Early Voting by Personal Appearance 
Oct. 26 - Last Day to Apply for Mail Ballot (Received - Not Postmarked)

Nov. 2 - Last Day of Early Voting by Personal Appearance
Nov. 6 - Election Day

ROADwomen Updates
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Somewhere in HISD there are, no doubt, principals and teachers who are breathing a sigh of relief 
that the national student walkout supporting stronger gun laws came right in the middle of HISD’s 
spring break. At least they didn’t have to choose between supporting the walkout as, to use the term 
of art, “a teachable moment” or to enforce attendance rules and punishments for violations. Either 
choice was sure to anger someone. Yes, they are thankful for a well-timed spring holiday week.

This may be the only break educators in Houston have gotten lately.

Our local district is in full-on crisis mode. A combination of the state’s Byzantine school finance 
system and the ravages of Hurricane Harvey has put the district’s budget in a $115 million hole. The 
school board has voted to approve what school districts call RIFs...reductions in force. The school 
board does this almost every year, but like Lucy and the football, they usually pull it away at the last 
minute. This year, they mean it. People, including as many as 700 teachers, will lose their jobs. The 
district says the layoffs could begin as soon as spring break ends.

And let us not forget, the district has no leader. Had one, but he threw the district under the school 
bus to chase his ambitions in the bright lights of New York City. Not to mention that he gave local 
officials no notice...apparently he told School Board President Rhonda Skillern-Jones by phone 
minutes before he was introduced in New York as the new Chancellor of New York City’s schools. 
To add insult to injury, he apparently took the new job without even a raise in pay to cover the much 
higher cost of living in New York. That’s someone who really wanted to leave. 

Then there’s that pesky little problem of the Texas Education Agency’s long-standing threat to take 
over the district or at least, its lowest performing schools.

All these problems are on top of the issues public school educators everywhere face. Like being the 
punching bags for politicians and pundits who rail against teachers’ unions and claim teachers don’t 
care about their students. Try telling that to the families of the educators who lost their lives protecting 
their students at Stoneman Douglas, Sandy Hook and others all the way back to Columbine.

And the thanks they get for that dedication: “Here’s your gun. Training is tomorrow.” Okay, that’s not 
quite true. The teachers will likely be required to buy their own guns.

The current Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos, who, legend has it, had never set foot in a public 
school prior to her appointment, hates public schools and is trying to kill them. The never-been-in-a-
public-school story may be apocryphal, but she did tell Leslie Stahl on 60 Minutes that she had never 
“intentionally been in a low performing school.” She’s the Secretary of Education!

There are some bright spots on the school horizon. The public school teachers in West Virginia, 
the 48th lowest paid in the country, banded together and, holy-moly, went on strike. They stayed 
out nine days...and they won! The state legislature met their 5% raise demand and all their other 
demands as well. After the strike ended, Republican Gov. Matt Bevin, a multi-millionaire, called the 

A Few Thoughts on Public Education
by Sharon Williams

continued
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teachers “selfish and short-sighted” and threatened their retirement benefits. Those teachers were 
so selfish they made lunches for their students (most of whom qualify for Free or Reduced Price 
Lunch) everyday of the strike because the kids might otherwise not eat.

Probably the brightest light on the horizon is the product of our public schools...the students who 
have proven themselves thoughtful, articulate and wise in the aftermath of the horrendous murders  
in Parkland, Florida. The students there began a campaign to do what their elders have failed to do, 
bring effective gun control to this country. They were soon joined by their brothers and sisters around 
the country. All these students have some common traits. They know how to communicate, how to 
use social media; and they know how the system works. Elementary school students in one Virginia 
school had press packets ready for the media in advance of their March 15th walkout. Elementary 
students! 

Perhaps, most importantly, all these students go to public schools, taught by public school teachers 
who are mostly union members. Looking at this impressive army of young people, it is hard to say 
they aren’t well-educated and ready to take their places in the wider world. 

It is also obvious, looking at the Stoneman Douglas campus and listerning to their teachers during 
interviews, that this is a school that is the best of the best, well-funded with an array of interesting 
electives and an army of dedicated teachers. We know all schools are not (and this seems an odd 
word to use considering what Stoneman Douglas has been through) so fortunate. All our schools 
deserve to be beacons of their communities.  But until the politicians understand that investing in 
public schools is more important than giving the 1% giant tax cuts, some schools, particularly those 
in poor neighborhoods where the parents can’t afford to supplement budgets, will continue to be 
places Betsy DeVos doesn’t want to visit.

We must not ignore public education. It is under threat and will continue to be until all of us, whether 
we have children in the schools or not, insist that educating all our children is a top priority. The future 
of our country depends on it.

I will never forget hearing former HISD Superintendent Joan Raymond tell an audience of business 
leaders, many years ago now: “You say money won’t fix what’s wrong with the schools. How do you 
know? You’ve never tried it.”

We must insist that our leaders in Washington and Austin finally try it.
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ROADwomen/men for Life: elizabeth f burleigh *  janet 
caldwell * phyllis j cohen * debra danburg * roberta diddel * julie 
martin dokell * carolyn garcia * louise glenn * melanie gray * 
dana l guefen * eva hern * sissy kempner * elizabeth kidd * 
naomi kraus* jeri kuhleman * mary laminack * dodi mckellar * 
jane dale owen * phyllis segal * barbara winston * shirley wright 
* ROADcouples for Life: tom jones & pam higgins * nancy 
mcgregor & neal manne * audrey & marvin peterson * lou & 
buddy rosenfeld * bobbie bayless & dalia stokes * Sustaining 
ROADwomen/men: denise adjei * susan allison * jacqueline 
armstrong * virginia camfield * linda cisco * charlotte coffelt * 
sheila v coleman * martha cottingham * charles t deeds * doris 
fears * dolores goble * virginia joiner * sheila loewenstern * mary 
sue mcgovern * patrice mckinney * suzan miles * kay morgan * 
muffie moroney * peggy s nelson * coyia richter * laurie robinson 
* mallory robinson * vincent ryan * alice smith * kathleen stone 
* mary taylor * rosalie weisfeld * Sustaining ROADcouples: * 
gene creely & adra hooks * leif & elsie hatlen * sherry & mike 
matula * sherry & gerald merfish * john & nancy preston

River Oaks Area Democratic Women

Executive Committee:
Kat Castro-Clemons, Gayle Fallon, 

Adoneca Fortier, Shelby Hansen (interim), 
Abbie Kamin, Diane Mosier, Muffie Moroney 

The ROADwomen Register:
Editor: Sharon Williams

Layout and Design: Sharon Williams

The Register welcomes your contributions. 
Please submit any material by the 10th of the 
month to swilliams2@comcast.net.

The ROADwomen Register 
is the official publication of ROADwomen. 

All rights reserved 2017.
Pol.Ad. Paid by River Oaks Area Democratic Women PAC. 

P.O. Box 22678, Houston, TX 77227
Leif Hatlen, Treasurer

Tony Mandola’s
1213 Waugh Dr.

Houston, TX 77019
Contact HCDP for information and Tickets! 

Celebrate Our World Series Champion

Houston Astros
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 YES! I want to be a member of ROADwomen at the level checked below.

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________

City: __________________________________________State: ________ Zip: __________________

Email: ____________________________________________________________________________

Occupation: _______________________________________________________________________
(The State of Texas requires occupation information)

 This is a Gift Membership for:

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________

City: __________________________________________State: ________ Zip: __________________

Email: ____________________________________________________________________________

Occupation: _______________________________________________________________________

Young ROADwoman/man   1st Year Free/Subsequent years see below 

Young ROADwoman/man   $35 a year (Under 40 years of age)

Young ROADwoman/man   $25 a year (Students only)

ROADwoman/man    $50 a year

ROADcouple     $75 a year

Sustaining ROADwoman/man  $100 a year

Sustaining ROADcouple   $150 a year

ROADwoman/man for LIFE   $1,000 (one time only! No more dues!)

ROADcouple for LIFE    $1500 (one time only! No more dues!)

All memberships include a subscription to The ROADwomen Register newsletter.
Sustaining memberships and LIFE memberships include monthly acknowledgement 

in the ROADwomen Register.

River Oaks Area Democratic Women
P.O. Box 22678

Houston, TX 77227

ROADwomen MEMBERSHIP FORM


