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and government agencies. While she 
serves as an Assistant Professor of 
Sociology at Texas Southern University, 
throughout her career, she has been 
repeatedly sought out as a consultant 
and subject matter expert for Mayor 
Sylvester Turner Transition Team, 
Project Rowhouses, and many other 
local and national organizatons on 
social justice, diversity and inclusion, 
Black women and empowerment, 
strategic management, organizational 
development, staff training, curriculum 
planning and program creation.

Dr. Carla Brailey is the vice chair of 
the Texas Democratic Party as it works 
to turn Texas, if not blue, at least a deep 
shade of purple. She will walk us through 
the challenges and the work ahead. If 
you care about the future of Texas (and, 
of course, you do), you will not want to 
miss Dr. Brailey’s presentation.

An outstanding visionary and 
innovator, Dr. Carla Brailey has 
played a pivotal role in establishing 
the framework and foundation for 
long-term success in educational 
institutions, non-profit organizations 

NEXT MEETING: 6:00 P.M., Tuesday, April 16, 2019
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 1805 W. Alabama

TDP Vice Chair Carly D. Brailey To Speak on 
Texas’ Future at the April ROADwomen Meeting

Photo: Representative Sheila Jackson Lee stopped 
  by the March ROADwomen Meeting.



DATES TO REMEMBER
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17, 2019 

6:30 PM: Pantsuit Republican Houston School Board Candidate 
Forum (May Election), Trini Mendenhall Sosa Community Center, 
1414 Wirt Road, Houston, Texas 77055 

7:00 PM: Bay Area Sierra Club Meeting, Bay Area Community 
Center, 5002 NASA Pkwy, Seabrook, TX 77586 

THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 2019 

6:30 PM: East Houston Democrats Monthly Membership Meeting, 
Milton Lusk Youth Activity Center, 1022 Mercury Drive, Jacinto 
City, Texas 77029 

7:00 PM: BAAD Women Monthly Meeting, Bay Area Community 
Center, 5002 NASA Pkwy, Seabrook, TX 77586 

SATURDAY, APRIL 20, 2019 

10:00 AM: Greater Heights Democratic Club April Meeting--
Coalition for Environment, Equity & Resilience, Heights Christian 
Church, 1703 Heights Blvd, Houston, TX 77008 

MONDAY, APRIL 22, 2019 

6:30 PM: TDWHarris April Membership Meeting, Harris County 
Democratic Party HQ, 4619 Lyons Ave, Houston, TX 77020 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24, 2019 

1:00 PM: She the People Presidential Forum, Granville Sawyer 
Auditorium at Texas Southern University, 3100 Cleburne St, 
Houston, Texas 77004 

THURSDAY, APRIL 25, 2019 

7:00 PM: Jolt 101 - New Member Orientation, 7305 Navigation 
Blvd, Houston, TX 77011 

SATURDAY, APRIL 27, 2019 

10:00 AM: Sharpstown Democrats April Meeting, Chinese 
Community Center, 9800 Town Park Dr, Houston, TX 77036 

3:30 PM: We the People: TX-10 Town Hall, Celebration Church, 
18937 KZ Rd, Cypress, Texas 77433 

AS ELECTION 
SEASON NEARS

SOME NOTES ABOUT
ROADWOMEN

FOR CANDIDATES

ROADwomen meets the third 
Thursday following the first 
Monday of each month at St. 
Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 
1805 West Alabama. There is 
no meeting in December.

Fellowship begins at 6:00 p.m. 
with the program beginning at 
7:00 p.m.

Elected officials and 
candidates for office are 
always welcome. We provide 
time at each meeting for 
candidates for office to 
introduce themselves. In a 
proud tradition begun by the 
late Diane Mosier, candidates 
should announce the office 
they are seeking and say their 
name THREE times.

Please remember that 
ROADwomen is not 
an endorsing club, but 
candidates are encouraged to 
bring ballot petitions for those 
club members who wish to 
sign.

2



Look Who’s Coming to Lunch!
Hillary Clinton To Headline JRR Luncheon

May 24, 2019
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The Harris County Democrative Party will welcome Secretary Hillary Clinton to the JRR 
Luncheon, scheduled for Friday, May 24, 2019, at the George R. Brown Convention Center.

In announcing Secretary Clinton’s appearance, Harris County Democratic Chair Lillie 
Schechter said, “Hillary Clinton has paved the way for women all over the world and we 
are thrilled to honor her at our lunch.  I can think of no better way to kick-off a three day 
weekend than celebrating the work of this woman and our party. I can’t imagine a better 

guest to join us as we gear up for our greatest voter mobilization effort 
in Harris County to date.”

This JRR event helps fund the on-going work of the Harris County Democratic Party. 

ROADwomen will have three tables at the luncheon. Please join us at one of these tables for 
this extra special event. Tickets are $150 each. 

Get Your Ticket On-line Now at actblue.com/donate/jrrdinnertickets



IT’S A BIRD; IT’S A PLANE; IT’S A DISTRICT?
by Sharon Williams

Let’s talk for a moment about Dan Crenshaw, the 
right wing Republican who represents a whole bunch 
of moderate to liberal Houstonians and just enough 
more right wing exurbanites to get him elected. Seems 
he recently decided he wanted to pick on Rep. Ilhan 
Omar (D-MN) by deeming her insufficiently reverent 
about 9/11 because of a clip from a speech she made 
to CAIR, a Muslim-American organization.

Omar’s speech to 
the group (think of it 
as an Anti-Defamation 
League for Muslims) 
lasted twenty minutes. 
Crenshaw and those who 
chose to pile on based 
their outrage over a 17 
second clip. The term 
“out of context” was 
never more appropriate. 

The brouhaha went 
on for days and included 
a tweet by the occupant 
of the White House that 
linked to a video so 
incendiary that most 
media outlets wouldn’t 
air it. It’s entirely possible 
this whole kerfuffle is still going on as you read this.

But the controversy is not really what I wanted to 
talk about. I want to talk about how Dan Crenshaw 
became the Member of Congress who represents 
many of my liberal friends and who would represent 
me if I moved just a handful of blocks to the west.

The reason is called gerrymandering. Crenshaw’s 
district, the 2nd, snakes from a giant squarish blob 
in far northeast Harris County westward around 
the periphery of the County and then curls into the 
Heights, Midtown, Southhampton and Braeswood. 
It is a breathtaking example of elected officials 
choosing their voters rather than the voters choosing 
their elected representatives. Since this is Crenshaw’s 
first (and hopefully only) term, he did not create this 

monstrosity; it was pre-selected for him.
Texas is notorious for gerrymandered districts 

and the 2nd is hardly the worst offender. Austin, 
for example, is the country’s eleventh largest city 
and not one of its five congressional districts has 
a majority of Austin residents. And only one of the 
five representatives from the state’s bluest city is a 
Democrat. This is not an accident.

These districts 
may be short-lived. 
2020 is a census year 
and, therefore, 2021 
is a redistricting year. 
Maybe, just maybe, 
our new districts will 
be more realistic, 
compact and, dare we 
say, civilized. 

But don’t hold 
your breath. There 
are still a couple of 
hurdles Texans must 
get over to get to a 
more representative 
map. The first is the 
Census itself. The 
Trump Administration 

is fighting in the courts (and so far losing) to place 
a question about citizenship on the Census. Should 
they succeed it will almost surely suppress the 
number of people among groups with large immigrant 
populations who answer the Census or answer it 
honestly. That means Hispanic and Asian, two groups 
integral to Texas’s population growth. 

Once the Census is behind us, with hopefully 
accurate numbers, there is still the Texas Legislature 
which is charged with drawing the maps. If the 
Legislature remains in Republican hands, Mr. 
Crenshaw’s district may remain safe and indeed, 
Houston districts may end up looking more like 
Austin’s. 

We know what we have to do.

All opinions are exclusively that of the writer, not ROADwomen as an organization.
ROADWOMEN WELCOMES THE OPINIONS OF ALL MEMBERS. 
Please email submissions to Register Editor Sharon Williams at 

swilliams2@comcast.net. 4



The Harris County Democratic Party is hitting the road to make sure Harris County remains 
blue for the all-important 2020 election. HCDP will be training community volunteers in the 
skills needed to help train, organize, and build the grassroots team the Democratic Party 
will need for 2020. 

If you’re new to organzing this is the training for you! 

HCDP will be traveling all around Harris County to conduct these important workshops 
in all regions of the county. 

The first Roadshow will be 
Harris County Democratic Party Roadshow

April 27th, 10 AM - 1 PM
Bayland Community Center 

6400 Bissonnet
Houston, Texas 77074 

Sign up directly with the Harris County Democratic Party at (713) 802-0085.

Learn from HCDP’s professional staff how to set up your own phone banks, block walks, 
voter engagement events as well as learn more about social media best practices. 

Working together we can keep Harris County Blue and take back the White House in 2020!



ROADwomen/men for Life: elizabeth f burleigh *  janet caldwell * 
debra danburg * roberta diddel * julie martin dokell * carolyn garcia * 
louise glenn * melanie gray * dana l guefen * eva hern * sissy kempner 
* elizabeth kidd * naomi kraus* jeri kuhleman * mary laminack * dodi 
mckellar * roshanak mohammadifar * susan morrison * phyllis segal * 
alice w smith * kathleen s stone * anne sung * judith wible * barbara 
winston * shirley wright ROADcouples for Life: tom jones & pam 
higgins * nancy mcgregor & neal manne * audrey & marvin peterson 
* lou & buddy rosenfeld * bobbie bayless & dalia stokes Sustaining 
ROADwomen/men: alice alvarado * shannon baldwin * ann harris 
bennett * ingrid bond * beverlly bontrager * michelle brockway * linda k 
brown * tina bryan * miquel correll * martha cottingham * linda driskell 
* linda dunson * adoneca fornier * betty freedman * sylvia garcia * 
catherine gillespie * lori hathaway * jacqui hecht * sheri henriksen * 
eartha jean johnson * kyle johnston * virginia joiner * nancy mcdonald 
jordan * mary j mckerall * rebecca mcnamee * kimberley mickelson * 
susan miles * carole moffatt * muffie moroney * paula newton * kris 
ougrah * parvin richardson * victoris rittinger * vincent ryan * lauren 
schultz * carey shuart * anna stool * dona szak * cherie taylor * mary 
ross taylor * lavon thomas *rebecca udden * mary vasen Sustaining 
ROADcouples: * debora birnbaum * amy grinstein * leif & elsie 
hatlen * gene creely & adra hooks * sherry & mike matula * sherry & 
gerald merfish * ginni mithoff * kathryn peek * gloria & joe prysant * 
john & nancy preston * paul simon & sandra collard * patricia wycliff * 
georgiana zustovich

River Oaks Area Democratic Women

Executive Committee:
Kat Castro-Clemons, Gayle Fallon, 
Adoneca Fortier, Shelby Hansen, 

Abbie Kamin, Carli Mosier, Muffie Moroney 

The ROADwomen Register:
Editor: Sharon Williams

Layout and Design: Sharon Williams

The Register welcomes your contributions. 
Please submit any material by the 10th of the 
month to swilliams2@comcast.net.

The ROADwomen Register 
is the official publication of ROADwomen. 

All rights reserved 2019.
Pol.Ad. Paid by River Oaks Area Democratic Women PAC. 

P.O. Box 22678, Houston, TX 77227
Leif Hatlen, Treasurer
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