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Texas Legislative Black Caucus still serving 
in the Texas Legislature. She is a member of 
the Texas House Democratic Caucus, the 
Democratic National Committee, Women in 
Government, the National Organization of 
Black Elected Legislative/Women (NOBEL/
Women), and the House Farm to Table 
Caucus.

STATE SENATOR CAROL ALVARADO- 
Senator Carol Alvarado is proud to serve 
Texas Senate District 6 in Harris County and 
was first elected in a 2018 Special Election.

In 2008, she was elected to the Texas 
House of Representatives and served 5 
terms representing District 145. She served 
as Chair of the Urban Affairs Committee 
and Co-Chair of the Select Committee on 
Transparency in State Agency Operations.

Carol’s primary legislative focus has 
been on economic development, public 

ROADwomen’s July meeting on 
Tuesday, July 16, will focus on the just-
completed Texas Legislative Session. 
Three Democratic women legislators will 
join us to talk about their experiences this 
session, where they want Texas to go in the 
future, and how we can all be involved. Our 
speakers are:

STATE REPRESENTATIVE SENFRONIA 
THOMPSON- Representing the 141st 
District since 1972. Thompson is the former 
Dean of Women Legislators in Texas. She 
has been elected to 23 terms in office. 
Thompson also advises the United Negro 
College Fund in Texas.

Rep. Thompson currently chairs the 
Texas House Public Health Committee. 
She is a member of the House Committee 
on Licensing & Administrative Procedures 
and the House Committee on Redistricting.

She is the last founding member of the 

NEXT MEETING: 6:00 P.M., Tuesday, July 16, 2019
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 1805 W. Alabama

It Comes to ROADwomen!
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DATES TO REMEMBER
THURSDAY, JULY 18, 2019
6:30 PM: East Houston Democrats Monthly Meeting with 
Commissioner Adrian Garcia, Milton Lusk Youth Activity 
Center, 1022 Mercury Drive, Houston, Texas 77029
6:30 PM: The Pride Forum: Mayoral Candidate Forum, Texas 
Southern University, 3100 Cleburne St, Houston, TX 77004
FRIDAY, JULY 19, 2019
6:00 PM: Harris County Tejano Democrats Membership Drive, 
502 Highland St, Houston, TX 77009

SATURDAY, JULY 20, 2019
Time to be determined: Houston Stonewall Young Democrats 
Candidate Screening, contact markdsolano@gmail.com for 
details. Also Sunday, July 21, 2019.
9:00 AM: Resistance Self Defense Training, Trini Mendenhall 
Sosa Community Center, 1414 Wirt Road, Houston, Texas 
77055
10:00 AM: Greater Heights Democratic Club July Meeting: 
“Undeterred”, Heights Christian Church, 1703 Heights Blvd, 
Houston, TX 77008

SUNDAY, JULY 21, 2019
3:00 PM: Swing Texas Left Map the Vote Training (and 
Canvass), Little Matt’s, 6204 Edloe Street, Back Patio, 
Houston, TX 77005

MONDAY, JULY 22, 2019
6:30 PM: TDWHarris July Membership Meeting with Rapper 
MD Dr. Martha Washington, Harris County Democratic Party 
HQ, 4619 Lyons Ave, Houston, TX 77020

TUESDAY, JULY 23, 2019
7:00 PM: Área 5 Demócratas en Español, Area 5 Democrats 
Headquarters, 3800 Spencer Hwy, Ste L, Pasadena, Texas 
77504

SATURDAY, JULY 27, 2019
10:00 AM: Sharpstown Democrats: The History of Progressive 
Politics in Houston with Blake Ellis, Bayland Park Community 
Ctr, 6400 Bissonnet St, Houston, Texas 77074

FOR ADDITIONAL EVENTS, VISIT THE HARRIS COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
CALENDAR AT 
www.harrisdemocrats.org

SOME NOTES ABOUT
ROADWOMEN

FOR CANDIDATES

ROADwomen meets the third 
Thursday following the first 
Monday of each month at St. 
Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 
1805 West Alabama. There is 
no meeting in December.

Fellowship begins at 6:00 p.m. 
with the program beginning at 
7:00 p.m.

Elected officials and 
candidates for office are 
always welcome. We provide 
time at each meeting for 
candidates for office to 
introduce themselves. In a 
proud tradition begun by the 
late Diane Mosier, candidates 
should announce the office 
they are seeking and say their 
name THREE times.

Please remember that 
ROADwomen is not 
an endorsing club, but 
candidates are encouraged to 
bring ballot petitions for those 
club members who wish to 
sign.
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Third Democratic Primary Debate to be Held in Houston

health and public education. She has championed legislation 
aimed at strengthening our state’s workforce, regulating the use of 
e-cigarettes for children and criminal justice reform.

Carol is an advocate for women’s health and reproductive rights 
and has passed legislation to assist victims of sexual abuse.

STATE REPRESENATIVE GINA CALANNI - State Representative 
Gina Calanni represents Texas House District 132 and serves on 
the Juvenile Justice & Family Issues Committee and the Homeland 
Security & Public Safety Committee.

continued from page 1

July Meeting — July Meeting Sponsor: Sallie Alcorn

Candidate for
City Council
At Large #5

September  12 and 13
Broadcast by 

ABC and Univision



REST IN PEACE, ALFRED E. NEUMAN
by Sharon Williams

Alfred E. Neuman died last week. He was 67 years 
old. 

For those under the age of 40 who didn’t know him, 
Alfred was the class clown of the Baby Boom and early 
Gen-X generations. His goofy grin and freckles were 
iconic. Some said he bore an uncanny resemblance 
to Ross Perot, who ironically also died last week. As 
the cartoon personification of Mad Magazine, Alfred 
taught young Americans how 
to laugh at the absurdities of 
life and begat many progeny, 
including Saturday Night Live 
and The Onion.

Rumor has it that Mad 
Magazine may live on on-
line, but only as an archive 
of its past greatness. The 
irreverent publication made 
a habit of punching the air 
out of American pop culture 
while becoming an icon 
itself.  The magazine was 
printed in black and white on 
cheap newsprint.  The only 
color was the cover portrait 
of Alfred E. Neuman asking 
his eternal question,  “What 
me worry?”

I can remember rushing 
to the magazine stand at the 
back of the neighborhood 
drugstore to see the new 
issue. Whether it was 
skewering the government, 
the latest movie craze or 
television series, it was 
always attacking the rich 
and powerful. I’m sure I’m 
not the only budding liberal 
who developed a sense of 
righteous indignation and a 
passion for social justice while laughing at the satire 
in Mad Magazine.

It also nutured the love many in my generation 
have for satire and parody. We loved, in turn, Monty 
Python, Mel Brooks, and the aforementioned SNL 
and The Onion. Those who came behind us joined in 
the love of humor that bites. Think South Park and 

The Daily Show.
Yes, South Park can make Mad Magazine seem 

innocent and a product of another time, as indeed, it 
is.

Younger Americans may not even know what it 
is, or rather at this point, was. When the President 
recently called out Pete Buttegieg as an Alfred E. 
Newman look-alike, the young presidential candidate 

didn’t know what (or who) 
Trump was talking about. (I 
leave to you whether there 
is any truth to the visual 
comparison.)

That a thirty-something 
mayor did not know Mad 
Magazine probably presaged 
its demise. Staying fresh and 
keeping a young audience is 
the life-blood of humor. But 
there is more to it.

Political satire may, 
indeed, be on life support 
in general. How often have 
you said to yourself in recent 
months, “not The Onion,” after 
reading the latest headline or 
hearing the breaking news on 
CNN.

How can even the most 
talented satirist keep up? Alec 
Baldwin may make a perfect 
Donald Trump on Saturday 
Night Live, but the jokes are 
not so much jokes anymore; 
they are recreations of the 
realities of the world in 2019. 

The problem is when 
satire and parody take reality 
and stretch it to the absurd. 
it’s funny, but when  satire 
and parody only recreate the 

day’s news, it isn’t.
That’s where we are. I feel for those at The Onion 

where writers have to come up with headlines that 
make people laugh, knowing it’s a joke. Now nothing 
is as absurd and unbelievable as the real news. 

With luck, we may be able to enjoy political satire 
again. Let’s hope it’s soon. 4



ROADwomen/men for Life: elizabeth f burleigh *  janet caldwell * 
debra danburg * roberta diddel * julie martin dokell * carolyn garcia * 
louise glenn * melanie gray * dana l guefen * eva hern * sissy kempner 
* elizabeth kidd * naomi kraus* jeri kuhleman * mary laminack * dodi 
mckellar * roshanak mohammadifar * susan morrison * phyllis segal * 
alice w smith * kathleen s stone * anne sung * judith wible * barbara 
winston * shirley wright ROADcouples for Life: tom jones & pam 
higgins * nancy mcgregor & neal manne * audrey & marvin peterson 
* lou & buddy rosenfeld * bobbie bayless & dalia stokes Sustaining 
ROADwomen/men: alice alvarado * shannon baldwin * ann harris 
bennett * ingrid bond * beverlly bontrager * michelle brockway * linda k 
brown * tina bryan * miquel correll * martha cottingham * linda driskell 
* linda dunson * adoneca fornier * betty freedman * sylvia garcia * 
catherine gillespie * lori hathaway * jacqui hecht * sheri henriksen * 
eartha jean johnson * kyle johnston * virginia joiner * nancy mcdonald 
jordan * mary j mckerall * rebecca mcnamee * kimberley mickelson * 
susan miles * carole moffatt * muffie moroney * paula newton * kris 
ougrah * parvin richardson * victoris rittinger * vincent ryan * lauren 
schultz * carey shuart * anna stool * dona szak * cherie taylor * mary 
ross taylor * lavon thomas *rebecca udden * mary vasen Sustaining 
ROADcouples: * debora birnbaum * amy grinstein * leif & elsie 
hatlen * gene creely & adra hooks * sherry & mike matula * sherry & 
gerald merfish * ginni mithoff * kathryn peek * gloria & joe prysant * 
john & nancy preston * paul simon & sandra collard * patricia wycliff * 
georgiana zustovich

River Oaks Area Democratic Women

Executive Committee:
Kat Castro-Clemons, Gayle Fallon, 
Adoneca Fortier, Shelby Hansen, 

Abbie Kamin, Carli Mosier, Muffie Moroney 

The ROADwomen Register:
Editor: Sharon Williams

Layout and Design: Sharon Williams

The Register welcomes your contributions. 
Please submit any material by the 10th of the 
month to swilliams2@comcast.net.

The ROADwomen Register 
is the official publication of ROADwomen. 

All rights reserved 2019.
Pol.Ad. Paid by River Oaks Area Democratic Women PAC. 

P.O. Box 22678, Houston, TX 77227
Leif Hatlen, Treasurer
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