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It’s tempting to say a few choice words about The Donald’s sudden 
dismissal of FBI head James Comey, but truth is, by the time this 
is published who knows what the story will be. So let’s talk about 
something we can depend on...the Texas Legislature.

Every two years, Austin braces for the onslaught of Senators 
and State Reps bent on remaking our beloved state in sometimes 
mysterious ways. Consider the players. As the late Molly Ivins was 
fond of saying, “in Texas, we don’t hold high expectations for office; 
It’s mostly occupied by crooks, dorks and the comatose.” A bit of a 
low bar, to be sure, but this year’s cast of characters has somehow 
managed to not to reach it.

Texas has been in Republican hands for a while now. Babies have 
been born, grown up and had babies of the own since a Democrat 
won statewide elective office. (Bob Bullock, Lt. Governor, 1994, in 
case you’re wondering). But it’s been something of a slow slide into 
the far right wing goo we find ourselves in this year. Many of us are old 
enough to remember when Texas, exemplified by Governors Bush 
and even Perry, was positively welcoming to its immigrant residents, 
including providing in-state tuition for undocumented Texas college 
students. 

That was then; SB4, otherwise known as the Sanctuary Cities bill, 
is now. Of course, it’s actually the anti-sanctuary cities bill. Not only 
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will local law enforcement officers be allowed to ask anyone stopped for anything, included 
a parking ticket, about their immigration status, police chiefs and sheriffs can be jailed if 
they don’t cooperate with immigration officers. 
Police chiefs and sheriffs from around the 
state rose as one to cry foul. This policy would 
make their cities and towns less safe. Cops 
would be policing “papers” instead of fighting 
crime. Undocumented residents would be 
reluctant to report crimes, lest they end up 
in the unwelcoming arms of ICE. All their 
arguments fell on deaf ears. Even a heartfelt 
plea by Houston State Rep. Gene Wu that 
went viral failed to deter the worst instincts of 
the Republican lawmakers. The bill passed 
on a party line vote. As if to prove even the 
Republicans knew the bill was morally and/or 
politically wrong, Gov. Gregg Abbott signed the bill in the dead of night...on Facebook!

Then there’s the Bathroom Bill. As I write, this monstrosity is still rumbling around the 
Legislative chambers, but any group that will pass a nonsense bill to try to stop transgender 
students from competing in sports, can’t be trusted to do the right thing here. 

For good measure, the Republicans are now promoting a “religious freedom” bill that could 
prevent the adoption of children by Jews, Muslims, interracial couples, gay or lesbian couples, 
or single people, in other words, just about anyone who isn’t a narrowly-defined Christian. 
The bill’s sponsors say the bill would protect private and even public adoption agencies 
from violating their managers’ sincerely-held religious beliefs, even if it means children are 
deprived of loving homes.

This is, of course, just hitting some of the low points. The Legislature continues to work on 
new and imaginative ways to keep Texans from voting and women from their right to their 
own personal health choices. What would a legislative session be without those perennial 
favorites?

The legislature has done a few 
things worthy of note and support, like 
eliminating the cap on the number of 
Texas children who can access special 
education, if only after being shamed 
into it by devastating news coverage. 
In the sea of darkness that is the 85th 
Texas Legislature, it is truly a beam of 
bright light.

But in general, despite many 
Democratic members giving it the good 
fight, Texas never seems to be better off 
after its biennial lawmaking sessions. 
There is, of course, an answer: Vote 
the Republican bums out in 2018...and 
pray for no special sessions until then. 
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HISD Referendum Passes

It was not an easy vote for anyone (perhaps that’s why so many didn’t even vote). Neither option 
was good...agree that the Houston Independent School District pay the state of Texas $77.5 million 
to help the state fund “poorer” school districts or risk having the state detach some $7.7 billion from 
HISD’s tax rolls and assign it to less affluent district such as Aldine. The district and most of Houston’s 
business community supported the “yes” vote, while those opposed said voting “no” would give the 
district more leverage to assure that the Legislature took up school financing to make the system 
fairer. In the end the “yes” votes won overwhelmingly. It’s now up to all of us to hold our legislators feet 
to the fire to work toward a more equitable system of funding public education in Texas.

Want to Keep Up with All That's Happening 
with local Democrats?

The Blue Report is just the thing

The Harris County Democratic Party, under new chair Lillie Schechter, is publishing a weekly on-line 
digest of everything “blue” that’s going on in Houston and the surrounding area.  If you’re not receiving 
an emailed copy each week you are truly missing out.  

Go to www.harrisdemocrats.com, click on the Blue Report, and sign up.

Show Your 
ROADwomen 

Pride!

ROADwomen t-shirts 
will be on sale at the 
Tuesday, May 16, 
meeing. They come 
in red or blue and at 
only $15 a piece, why 
not get one of each?  
You’ll show your 
ROADwomen pride 
and help support our 
work.

ROADwomen Updates
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As we approach Mothers’ 
Day 2017, we honor the 
women whose shoulders we 
stand on as we face maybe 
the biggest threats to 
women’s equality we have 
faced for a half century.

Honor your mother (or the 
woman who has had the 
biggest impact on your life) 
on this Mothers’ Day with a 
gift in her honor to 
ROADwomen so we can 
continue to fight for the 
election of pro-choice 
Democratic women.

Name________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________
City __________________________________ State___________Zip____________
Email_____________________________________Phone_____________________
My gift of _________ is in honor of/in memory of (indicate your preference)
_____________________________________________________________________

My check is enclosed ____ 
Credit Card #_____________________________ Expiration___/___ SSC______

If you prefer, you may pay on-line at https://secure.actblue.com/contribute/page/donate-to-rw
Please note that to have your tribute properly recorded you should also complete the top portion of this form.

Political Adverstisement paid by River Oaks Area Democratic Women PAC.
P.O. Box 22678, Houston, TX 77227. Leif Hatlen, Treasurer

Contributions to ROADwomen are not tax deductible as a charitable contribution or a business expense.

Honor Your Mother on Mothers’ Day!
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ROADwomen/men for Life: elizabeth f burleigh *  janet 
caldwell * phyllis j cohen * debra danburg * roberta diddel * julie 
martin dokell * carolyn garcia * louise glenn * melanie gray * 
dana l guefen * eva hern * sissy kempner * elizabeth kidd * 
naomi kraus* jeri kuhleman * mary laminack * dodi mckellar * 
jane dale owen * phyllis segal * barbara winston * shirley wright 
* ROADcouples for Life: tom jones & pam higgins * nancy 
mcgregor & neal manne * audrey & marvin peterson * lou & 
buddy rosenfeld * bobbie bayless & dalia stokes * Sustaining 
ROADwomen/men: denise adjei * susan allison * jacqueline 
armstrong * virginia camfield * linda cisco * charlotte coffelt * 
sheila v coleman * martha cottingham * charles t deeds * doris 
fears * dolores goble * virginia joiner * sheila loewenstern * mary 
sue mcgovern * patrice mckinney * suzan miles * kay morgan * 
muffie moroney * peggy s nelson * coyia richter * laurie robinson 
* mallory robinson * vincent ryan * alice smith * kathleen stone 
* mary taylor * rosalie weisfeld * Sustaining ROADcouples: * 
gene creely & adra hooks * leif & elsie hatlen * sherry & mike 
matula * sherry & gerald merfish * john & nancy preston

River Oaks Area Democratic Women

Executive Committee:
Kat Clemons, Gayle Fallon, 

Roshanak Far, Adoneca Fortier, 
Abbie Kamin, Muffie Moroney, Rufi Natarajan

Diane Mosier, immediate past president

The ROADwomen Register:
Editor: Sharon Williams

Layout and Design: Sharon Williams

The Register welcomes your contributions. 
Please submit any material by the 10th of the 
month to swilliams2@comcast.net.

The ROADwomen Register 
is the official publication of ROADwomen. 

All rights reserved 2017.
Pol.Ad. Paid by River Oaks Area Democratic Women PAC. 

P.O. Box 22678, Houston, TX 77227
Leif Hatlen, Treasurer

May ROADwomen Meeting Honors Mothers;
First Latina Constable Is Speaker

Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 14, and 
ROADwomen is going to extend the 
celebration a couple of days to honor all 
the women who have made a meaningful 
contribution to our individual journeys.  
Maybe that is your mother; perhaps a 
grandmother or an aunt. It could be teacher, 
a neighbor. Maybe a mother-in-law or a 
sister...or just a friend, although we all know 
those friends are not “just a friend.”

Joining us as the speaker for this special 
meeting will be Silvia Trevino, Constable 
Precinct 6. Constable Trevino is the first 
Latina to serve as Constable in Harris 
County. Appropriately, she is also a mother 
and a grandmother.

Bring your mother (or that other woman 
who has effected your life) to the meeting 
to honor her for all the ways she has helped 
you become the person you are today.
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 YES! I want to be a member of ROADwomen at the level checked below.

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________

City: __________________________________________State: ________ Zip: __________________

Email: ____________________________________________________________________________

Occupation: _______________________________________________________________________
(The State of Texas requires occupation information)

 This is a Gift Membership for:

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________

City: __________________________________________State: ________ Zip: __________________

Email: ____________________________________________________________________________

Occupation: _______________________________________________________________________

Young ROADwoman/man   1st Year Free/Subsequent years see below 

Young ROADwoman/man   $35 a year (Under 40 years of age)

Young ROADwoman/man   $25 a year (Students only)

ROADwoman/man    $50 a year

ROADcouple     $75 a year

Sustaining ROADwoman/man  $100 a year

Sustaining ROADcouple   $150 a year

ROADwoman/man for LIFE   $1,000 (one time only! No more dues!)

ROADcouple for LIFE    $1500 (one time only! No more dues!)

All memberships include a subscription to The ROADwomen Register newsletter.
Sustaining memberships and LIFE memberships include monthly acknowledgement 

in the ROADwomen Register.

River Oaks Area Democratic Women
P.O. Box 22678

Houston, TX 77227

ROADwomen MEMBERSHIP FORM


