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The 
ROADwomen 
Register

The election is getting closer. In less than two months, we’ll know 
how everyone voted. We’ll also know how many voted. As we all know, 
the more people vote, the better the Democrats fare. So getting those 
Democrats, particularly those who may not be in the habit of voting in 
mid-terms, to the polls is vital.

Sometimes a phone call is all it takes to impress upon a potential 
voter the importance of this election and the importance of their 
individual vote.

So bring your cell phone and get to work turning Texas blue at the 
next ROADwomen meeting. This is a working meeting. No speakers...
just good Democratic company and a sense of satisfaction that you’ve 
made a concrete contribution to getting out the Democratic vote in 
November. 

We know some cannot be at this meeting because of a solemn 
conflict. For those who observe Yom Kippur, ROADwomen wishes you 
a meaningful day. We’ll see you next time.

We’ll be meeting at the new Harris County Democratic Party 
Headquarters, 4619 Lyons Ave., Houston, TX 77020. Come see the 
new digs and work for the coming Blue Wave.
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Working Meeting:

Phone Banking

Harris County 
Democratic Party 

Headquarters
4619 Lyons Avenue
Houston, TX 77020

5:30 p.m.-7:30 pm.

Phone Banking for Democrats
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DATES TO REMEMBER IN 2018

*PRIMARY ELECTION*
Jan. 1 - First day to apply for a Mail Ballot

Feb. 5 - LAST DAY TO REGISTER TO VOTE
Feb. 20 - First Day of Early Voting

Feb. 23 - Last Day to apply for Mail Ballot (Received - Not Postmarked)
March 2 - Last Day of Early Voting

March 6 - Primary Election

*PRIMARY RUN-OFF ELECTION*
April 23 - Last Day to Register to Vote

May 11 - Last Day to Apply for Mail Ballot (Received - Not Postmarked)
May 14 - First Day of Early Voting
May 18 - Last Day of Early Voting

May 22 - Election Day

*GENERAL ELECTION*
Oct. 9 - Last Day to Register to Vote

Oct. 22 - First Day of Early Voting by Personal Appearance 
Oct. 26 - Last Day to Apply for Mail Ballot (Received - Not Postmarked)

Nov. 2 - Last Day of Early Voting by Personal Appearance
Nov. 6 - Election Day

ROADwomen Updates
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Amidst all the over-the-top breaking news stories of the past week or so, two under-the-radar 
items caught my eye. 

The first: Nancy Pelosi was on the cover of Time Magazine. That’s nice, 
you may think, I’m sure she’s been on the cover...checking notes...
NEVER before. The woman who was the first female Speaker of the 
House, the masterful leader who, against the odds and conventional 
wisdom, pulled the Affordable Care Act through the House, had never 
been on Time’s cover. Or any other major news magazine for that matter. 
In 2009, after the ACA victory, Time named her a runner-up for its Person 

of the Year, but in her three decade-long House career, 
including four years as the most powerful woman ever 
in the American government, Time just couldn’t find 
room for her on their cover. It is, perhaps, notable that 
when John Boehner replaced Ms. Pelosi as Speaker, he 
immediately graced Time’s cover. It may also be significant that Ms. Pelosi only 
made it to the cover when she is under fire from Republicans and some in her 
own party for being, well, too old and, looking at all the names put up as possible 

replacements, too female.

The second: The Texas State School Board is at it again, voting to make sure Texas students 
learn history as the board’s Republican majority sees it. This year, they have voted to oust Hillary 
Clinton (and, oh, by the way, Helen Keller) from the curriculum. Board members say the curriculum 
needed to be “streamlined.” According to The Hill newspaper, the volunteer work group that made 
the recommendation to the board thought Texas students “had to learn about too many historical 
figures.” Uh, okay, so let’s not teach young Texans, half of whom are presumably girls, about the 
first woman to run for President as a major party candidate and who, as history...at least, outside 
of Texas...will tell us, got 2.9 million more votes than the man who ended up with the job.

The connection between these two items is fairly obvious, but as if to put a big pin in it, The 
Hollywood Reporter published an article by television producer Linda 
Bloodworth Thomason relating her dealings with the once powerful, 
now #MeToo disgraced, Les Moonves. Moonves didn’t assault Ms. 
Thomason or even overtly sexually harass her. He erased her. In 1992, 
as the producer of the hugely successful Designing Women, and a 
new, already successful, sitcom called Evening Shade, Thomason was 
awarded the biggest development deal CBS had ever given anyone. 
Thomason would develop and produce 5 new series for the network. 
Thomason was at the top of her game and headed to the pinnacle of 
Hollywood success. Then in 1995, CBS hired a new CEO named Les 
Moonves. Not a single series Thomason developed made it to air. Her 
tale of trying to win Moonves over is harrowing (and you should really 
read the whole story), but he had the power and Thomason simply 
disappeared. She laments in her article that not only did she not work 
for seven years, but the strong women characters that had been a 

Institutional Sexism Is Alive and Well
by Sharon Williams

continued
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mainstay of CBS programming from Lucy to Mary Richards to Maude to Murphy Brown, Jessica 
Fletcher, and all the Designing Women were replaced by crime victims or lab assistants in the 
ubiquitous CSI series.

The institutional disappearing of strong women is not unique to CBS or even to show business. 
It is endemic to politics, businesses-big and small, education, indeed, ever facet of society. The 
Texas Board of Education says their erasure of Hillary Clinton from the curriculum is not sexist or 
misogynistic, it’s scientific. The group, appointed by the Board, that made the recommendations 
developed a rubric to score the significance of historic figures. According to the Dallas Morning 
News, the rubric asked questions like “Did the person trigger a watershed change?” “Was the 
person from an underrepresented group?” and “Will their impact stand the test of time?” 

A perfect score was 20. Martin Luther King and Barbara Jordan both got the full 20 points (so they 
got some right). But so did Lizzie Johnson. Never heard of her? Me, neither, so I looked her up. 
She was, along with her husband, a cattle rancher in the 1800s. I’m sure she was a interesting 
character, but more important to history than Hillary Clinton? Apparently, the former First Lady, 
Senator, Secretary of State and first female candidate for President has no lasting impact on history. 
That’s what the rubric says. And oh, yes, she also doesn’t have any impact for underrepresented 
groups. Guess women aren’t underrepresented. Good to know.

Hillary got a score of just 5(!), half that of John Nance Garner, whose only legacy was calling the 
vice presidency the equivalent of “a warm bucket of spit.” Makes one question the scoring if not 
the rubric itself.

The gross and disgusting sexual behavior of powerful men has gotten most of the headlines, but 
the insidious dismissal of women from power may have even more long-term effects on society. It 
always has...and now another credibly accused sexual abuser is on the cusp of being a Supreme 
Court Justice.

>
Really?
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ROADwomen/men for Life: elizabeth f burleigh *  janet 
caldwell * phyllis j cohen * debra danburg * roberta diddel * julie 
martin dokell * carolyn garcia * louise glenn * melanie gray * 
dana l guefen * eva hern * sissy kempner * elizabeth kidd * 
naomi kraus* jeri kuhleman * mary laminack * dodi mckellar * 
jane dale owen * phyllis segal * barbara winston * shirley wright 
* ROADcouples for Life: tom jones & pam higgins * nancy 
mcgregor & neal manne * audrey & marvin peterson * lou & 
buddy rosenfeld * bobbie bayless & dalia stokes * Sustaining 
ROADwomen/men: denise adjei * susan allison * jacqueline 
armstrong * virginia camfield * linda cisco * charlotte coffelt * 
sheila v coleman * martha cottingham * charles t deeds * doris 
fears * dolores goble * virginia joiner * sheila loewenstern * mary 
sue mcgovern * patrice mckinney * suzan miles * kay morgan * 
muffie moroney * peggy s nelson * coyia richter * laurie robinson 
* mallory robinson * vincent ryan * alice smith * kathleen stone 
* mary taylor * rosalie weisfeld * Sustaining ROADcouples: * 
gene creely & adra hooks * leif & elsie hatlen * sherry & mike 
matula * sherry & gerald merfish * john & nancy preston

River Oaks Area Democratic Women

Executive Committee:
Kat Castro-Clemons, Gayle Fallon, 

Adoneca Fortier, Shelby Hansen (interim), 
Abbie Kamin, Diane Mosier, Muffie Moroney 

The ROADwomen Register:
Editor: Sharon Williams

Layout and Design: Sharon Williams

The Register welcomes your contributions. 
Please submit any material by the 10th of the 
month to swilliams2@comcast.net.

The ROADwomen Register 
is the official publication of ROADwomen. 

All rights reserved 2017.
Pol.Ad. Paid by River Oaks Area Democratic Women PAC. 

P.O. Box 22678, Houston, TX 77227
Leif Hatlen, Treasurer
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 YES! I want to be a member of ROADwomen at the level checked below.

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________

City: __________________________________________State: ________ Zip: __________________

Email: ____________________________________________________________________________

Occupation: _______________________________________________________________________
(The State of Texas requires occupation information)

 This is a Gift Membership for:

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________

City: __________________________________________State: ________ Zip: __________________

Email: ____________________________________________________________________________

Occupation: _______________________________________________________________________

Young ROADwoman/man   1st Year Free/Subsequent years see below 

Young ROADwoman/man   $35 a year (Under 40 years of age)

Young ROADwoman/man   $25 a year (Students only)

ROADwoman/man    $50 a year

ROADcouple     $75 a year

Sustaining ROADwoman/man  $100 a year

Sustaining ROADcouple   $150 a year

ROADwoman/man for LIFE   $1,000 (one time only! No more dues!)

ROADcouple for LIFE    $1500 (one time only! No more dues!)

All memberships include a subscription to The ROADwomen Register newsletter.
Sustaining memberships and LIFE memberships include monthly acknowledgement 

in the ROADwomen Register.

River Oaks Area Democratic Women
P.O. Box 22678

Houston, TX 77227

ROADwomen MEMBERSHIP FORM


